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PRESENT 


Chairman 
Paul Entwistle 
Councillors:
Pauline Bamber
Matthew Greaves
Barry Probin

John Green




Apologies were received from Councillors Daniel Guise, Martin Stewart and Maureen Entwistle

County and City Councillors: None Attended

Appologies were received from Councillors Susan Whittam and Stephen Thomposon

Mr Dave Mills (Parish Clerk)

6 members of the public as detailed on the attendance log.

1 APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from Councillors Daniel Guise, Martin Stewart and Maureen Entwistle.
2 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
25/26 102 The Parish Council approved the minutes of the meeting on 19th January and the Chairman signed the minutes as a true record.
3 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND TO CONSIDER ANY WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
Councillor Pauline Bamber expressed an Interest in Item 5 as a member of the Woodplumpton Community Group.

4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
CIL Spending

The council were asked whether they had sufficient plans in place to spend CIL funding before it reached 5 years in age.  The Council confirmed that it had a number of projects in the pipeline, which can be delivered within the required timeframes.  If the predicted levels of new funding are achieved then the Council will need to develop further projects.
Potholes outside of Bartle Hall

Councillor Entwistle confirmed that some repairs have been undertaken along Lea Lane and Rosemary Lane, but there are further stages to be undertaken in the future
5 ORCHARD PLAY AREA

Request for a grant to the Woodplumpton Community Group

The Woodplumpton Community Group is starting to apply for Grants to support the refurbishment of the Orchard Play Area.  In doing so the group needs to submit its accounts and financial information.  With a current bank balance of zero, the group lacks credibility.  The group is therefore requesting a grant of £10,000 from Woodplumpton Parish Council to provide a starting balance and to provide credibility

25/26 103 The Parish Council approved the provision of a grant of £10,000, subject to the signing of an agreement that the money must be spent on the refurbishment of the Orchard Play Area within a period of 3 years or returned to the Council.
6 SPIDs IN CATFORTH
The Parish Council agreed a proposal to site 4 SPIDs along Catforth Road.  4 locations have been selected in discussions with the Road Safety Officer and consultation with the affected residents has been commenced.
The further development of the Catforth Scheme is awaiting input from LCC Highways.

7 CANAL BRIDGE 31
The repairs to the bridge were completed in late January.  Unfortunately in early February LCC Highways closed Catforth Road for some works and diverted traffic, including heavy lorries down Blackleach Lane.  During this diversion some further damage was caused to the bridge, it is not known which vehicle actually caused the damage.
The Canal and River Trust is proposing a permanent length restriction for the bridge of 7M with no exceptions.  It is not though known whether the majority of damage over the past few years has been caused by vehicles exceeding this limit.  The Parish Council did not object to this proposal.

8 2025/26 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 1 January 2026 to 31 January 2026.
25/26 104 The Chairman verified the financial accounts and bank statements and signed copies.
The End of January Balances were:

Current Account    £100,774.99
CCLA Account      £400,000.00
9 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS since 19th January 2026
25/26 105 Members noted and approved the following accounts already paid after the January meeting in accordance with Standing Order 15 (b) xii  
	DETAILS
	PAYEE
	AMOUNT
	REF

	May payments Prior to Meeting
	
	

	Bank Service Charge January
	Unity Trust Bank
	£8.10

	Ref 134

	Corporate Card Monthly Charge January
	Unity Trust
	£3.00
	Ref 135

	Catforth Village Hall Donation 3 Brown Bins 
	Catforth Village Hall
	135.00
	Ref 136

	Catforth Village Hall Donation Easter Fair
	Catforth Village Hall
	100.00
	Ref 137

	Lengthsman Weeks 41-44
	Lengthsman
	1520.00
	Ref 138

	Lengthsman Repairs and materials
	Lengthsman
	326.42
	Ref 139

	Community Garden Materials
	Lengthsman
	446.35
	Ref 140

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


10 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS

25/26 106 Members approved the following accounts for payment 
	Pension contributions clerk Feb 2026
	£68.11
	DD
	Ref 141

	Clerk Salary Feb 2026
	£836.82
	BACs
	Ref 142

	HMRC PAYE Feb 2026
	£617.19
	BACs
	Ref 143

	Employer National Insurance Feb 2026
	£161.39
	BACs
	Ref 144

	Parish Rooms Rental Feb 2026
	£50.00
	BACs
	Ref 145

	Clerks Expenses February 2026
	£243.69
	BACs
	Ref 146

	Woodplumpton Community Group
	£10,000.00
	BACs
	Ref 147

	St Annes Church Brown Bins
	£400.00
	BACs 
	Ref 148

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


11 2025/26 END OF FINANCIAL YEAR - INTERNAL AUDIT REQUIREMENTS 

25/26 107 Members reviewed the following documents and confirmed, they are up to date, appropriate to the Council’s requirements and are detailed enough to show that the Council has considered the financial procedures, audit requirements and risks.  

Internal Audit - Terms of Reference 

A. Risk Management Strategy 

B. Risk Management Register 

C. Asset Register  

D. Internal Audit Checklist 

25/26 108 Members approved the internal auditor who will be Sue Edwards the Clerk of Coppull Parish Council, who performed our internal audit in 2025. 
12 PLANNING APPLICATIONS BEFORE COUNCIL 
25/26 109 Members considered and approved the attached delegated comments for January 2025. 
13 APPROVAL OF THE PARISH COUNCIL TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT POLICY

25/26 110 The Council endorsed the Training and Development Policy – after removal of square brackets.

14 ARTICLE 4 DIRECTION CONSULTATION

The council discussed the consultation, but decided that this was a matter overseen by the planning inspectors and it did not wish to submit a consultation response.

15 FUNDING REQUEST ST ANNES CHURCH BROWN BINS

25/26 111 The Parish Council approved the request from St Annes church for a grant of £400.00 to cover the cost of brown bin emptying and agreed that this should be covered in perpetuity.

16 CIL PROJECTS

The Parish Council has 4 long term larger projects in the pipeline but with no certainty about when they can be delivered and no agreement from PCC that money can be held beyond the 5 year timeline.
It was agreed that the Orchard Play Area and Canal Tow Paths could be delivered in the next 2 years.  These 2 projects would be sufficient to consume the CIL money that could exceed the 5 year age at this point.

25/26 112 The council agreed that it was important that these projects are brought to a point where they can be rapidly deployed

CIL spending for 2025/6 to date is £55,006 compared to income this year of £77,900, therefore efforts are needed to identify and progress projects.

25/26 113 Councillors Noted that we are still spending CIL Money received in October 2022 and now have £150,000 of CIL money that is 3 years old.

Progress of Smaller Projects

SPIDS on the East West Link Road
Installation of the posts has been scheduled by LCC Highways.

SPIDs on Catforth Road

Locations have been agreed for SPIDs along Catforth Road.  A consultation with affected residents is in progress.
Eaves Project

LCC Highways are commencing work in Eaves week commencing 17th February, which will then allow the placement of the planter on the junction between Eaves Lane and Brierly Lane.
The Eaves team have now agreed a plan of the improvements that they would like to see in the settlement.
17 UPDATE ON ISSUES FOR INFORMATION
The Clerk will write to Highways again about the state of Sandy Lane asking when full resurfacing is due to be undertaken.

18 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Members are requested to note that the next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday 16th March 2026 at 7.00 in the Parish Rooms. 
END

WOODPLUMPTON PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES for MEETING TO BE HELD IN 





THE PARISH ROOMS, REAR OF ST ANNE’S CHURCH WOODPLUMPTON ROAD, PRESTON





ON MONDAY 16th February 2026 at 7.00pm








1                   

Confirmed as a true Record ……………………………….    Chairman

